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Introduction

I always thought learning Latin had some benefits, such as learning
scientific vocabulary, understanding English root words, and understanding
other Latin-based languages. But, after reading Consider This by Karen
Glass, I realised why Charlotte Mason encouraged her teachers to teach
Latin to students.

Charlotte Mason's schools focused on exposing children to Latin so they
could decipher phrases and read Latin at an intermediate level. Fluency was
not the goal. Her goal was to give kids a “liberal education”. I was relieved to
realise that my Latin goal was to introduce my kids to Latin, not produce
Latin scholars. I felt much more qualified and willing to teach that level.

Our family read Carry On Mr Bowditch years ago. We loved how Nathaniel
Bowditch learned languages by reading Bible translations. The method was
also cost-effective.

The ornate calligraphy of the Middle Ages went together with Latin. So, I
combined them as a way to practice penmanship and expose children to
Latin.

This is the resource is very simple in its approach and can be done in a few
ways. Use it as regular cursive copywork or try the fancy calligraphy style
we have provided. If you have a calligraphy set you can even try using that.

Try Some Translation

You can start a glossary of Latin words as you decipher them. Here are some
tips for translating:

Genesis Chapter 1 has special words about creation and nature. Learn these
words in Latin and what they mean in English.

Knowing what Genesis Chapter 1 is about helps you understand the words
better. It's a story about how everything was created.

In Latin, the order of words in a sentence can be different from English.
Look at the word endings to understand who is doing what.

Sometimes, translating exactly word-for-word might sound strange in
English. You can choose to make it sound better while keeping the same
idea.
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It's okay to use books or websites to help find the meanings of words or to
check your translation. Chat GPT works well and will also give you various
meaning for a word.

The more you try translating, the better you'll get. Start with easy sentences
and then try harder ones.

After translating, read your English version again. Make sure it makes sense
and is close to the original Latin story.

Remember, translating is like solving a puzzle. You're figuring out how to tell
the same story in another language.

Have fun with it!
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Genesis Chapter One

LESSON 1

{1:1} In the beginning, God created heaven and earth.

{12} SWWMWJOW,JMWWWM

{1:2} But the earth was empty and unoccupied, and darknesses were over
the face of the abyss; and so the Spirit of God was brought over the waters.

LESSON 2

{1:3} Dixitque Deus: Fiak bux. &t facta eot fux.
{1:3} And God said, “Let there be light.” And light became.

{1 4} 8{ ok @eu/o, EIA/CQM’L q/wo/a, esned g/@n/a: ek dimiail Etwmb a
M@g/vi/o/.

{1:4} And God saw the light, that it was good; and so he divided the light
from the darknesses.
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